
Welcome  to  the  Haran  
School  of  Irish  Dance 

 
Deirdre  Abeid  TCRG  -  Founder  

 
Lead Instructors, Directors and Choreographers: 

Caitlin  Trusler  TCRG harandancer@yahoo.com (Spokane) 
Claire  Worley  TCRG dancingharan@gmail.com (Kettle Falls)  

Brittany Roberson TCRG (Kettle Falls) 
 

Spokane Instructors:  
 

Rachael  Rossbach  
Katie  Bradley  
Ashley Presnar 

Christine Machado  
 

Spokane  Studio  Location  (no  mailbox)  1006  S.  Perry  St. 
Spokane,  WA  99212  

 
Studio  Mailing  Address:  5908  East  Orchard  Rd.  Spokane,  WA  99217 

 
Email: SpokaneHaranIrishDance@gmail.com 

Website: SpokaneHaranIrishDance.com 
 

 
 

PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION BEFORE 
SUBMITTING YOUR ONLINE REGISTRATION FORM. 

In Submitting your registration you agree to all the terms as laid out in 
this document.  
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Welcome to the Haran School of Irish Dance 
We thank you for your interest in our school and would like to let you know a little bit more 

about ourselves-  

HISTORY  

The Haran School of Irish Dance is Spokane’s longest running TCRG Certified Irish Dance 
School. Our School has a rich history in the PNW that goes back 28 years. Founded in 

1990 in Kettle Falls WA by the late Deirdre Abeid, the Haran Dancers began as a  motley 
crew of children thrown together to fill time in a local Christmas Special. The Kettle Falls 
Community enjoyed it so much that they asked Deirdre to start teaching, and the Haran 

Dancers began. Today the Kettle Falls branch is run by Deirdre’s daughter Clare Worley, 
and her daughter Caitlin Trusler opened the Spokane branch in 2001.  

COMMUNITY 

The teachers, dancers and families of The Haran School of Irish Dance are pleased and 
proud to be a part of the community of Irish dancing in the Pacific Northwest and the 

Western US Region.  
Each and every dancer at Haran is valued for the contribution they make to the school 

through their participation, and our small class sizes and attentive Instructors encourage 
dancers personal growth, while fostering lifelong friendships and a love of dance.  

MUSIC 

The Haran Dancers are blessed in having a long history with Spokane area Celtic Bands, 
including "Floating Crowbar", "Broken Whistle" and “An Dochas”, which is led by our 

founders son, Mellad Abeid. This gives us the unique opportunity to collaborate with these 
musicians to create one-of-a-kind choreographies and dynamic performances.  

PERFORMANCES 

The Haran Irish Dancers love to perform! With annual recitals, parades, community 
performances, and touring opportunities, the Haran Dancers are exposed to a world of 

dancing not found anywhere else in the region!  

COMPETITION 

The Haran School of Irish Dance is a Certified Irish Dance School and has a unique and 
beautiful style that has led our dancers to excel in Regional, National and World 
Competitions.  Our Instructors are excellent coaches for all dancers interested in 

competing and working their way up to the highest levels of Competitive Irish Dancing. 
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Policy  &  Procedures  
Attendance:  

In  order  to  receive  the  full  benefits  of  dance  classes  it  is essential  to  be  on  time.  Arriving  a 
few  minutes  early  allows  students  to set  aside  other  daily  activities  and  focus  on  dance. 
Students  arriving  late lose  critical  warm-up  time  and  cause  the  rest  of  the  students  to 
become  unfocused.  If  a  student will be more than 15 minutes late, we ask that you arrange to 
bring them to a makeup lesson rather than disturb their class.  If  a student  must  miss  a  class, 
please  inform  your  instructor  at  least  one  day in  advance.  Parents  are  welcome  to  stay  and 
watch  class  if  there  is enough  observation  room.  Keep  in  mind  parents  that  you  will  be 
asked to  leave  if  your  conversation  becomes  a  distraction, your student loses focus, or  if  you 
try  to  coach your  child  in  any  way  from  the  sidelines.  Although encouragement from parents is 
great, we ask that you respect the expertise of our experienced instructors.  Siblings  not  in  class 
are  to  be supervised  at  all  times.  The  Haran  dancers  are  not  responsible  for watching  any 
person  not  participating  in  class.  

Make  Up  Classes:  

If  a  student  needs  to  make  up  a  class,  they  will  be put  into  an  already  existing  class  of 
about  the  same  level  as  his/her normal  class.  Of  course  every  class  level  is  slightly 
different,  so  be prepared  for  something  a  little  higher  or  lower  than  your  normal  level. There 
will  be  no  refunds  for  missed  classes  that  are  not  made  up.  If  a student  is  regularly 
missing  class,  our  instructors  reserve  the  right  to move  that  student  to  a  lower  class.  

Attire:  Proper  attire  is  necessary  to  participate  in  class.  Stretchy,  flexible clothes  that  allow 
full  body  movement  are  ideal. We encourage students to wear leggings or shorts. It is very 
important in Irish Dance for your instructor to see your feet and ankles.Wide legged pants obscure 
the shape of the leg and ankle and Jeans  are  not  acceptable. If  a student  arrives  to  class 
without  the  proper  attire  and  shoes  (once  they  are purchased),  they  may  be  asked  to  sit 
and  observe  class.  

Tuition  and  Refunds:  

For  the  Pre-Beginner’s  Summer  Session,  tuition is  $80  per  student.  
Monthly/School  Term  tuition  is  $65  for  the  first student  in  a  family,  $55  for  the  second,  $45 
for  the  third,  and  free  for  the fourth.  
Once  your  student  is  advanced  enough  to  join  a  figure/ performing  class,  costs  per  month 
are  an  additional  $35.  Private  lessons cost  $35  per  hour.  
Speak  with  your  instructor  to  schedule  private  lessons.  
There  will  be  no  tuition  refunds.  If  a  student  must  leave  class  for  an extended  period  of 
time  (1+  months)  you  must  give  written  notice  or  you will  be  continually  billed  until  we  hear 
from  you.  If  monthly  payments are  not  being  made,  late  fees  will  be  added.  
Monthly  rates  are  the  same from  September  through  June  even  though  class  days  vary 
from  month to  month.  Summer  Session  tuition  is  due  with  registration.  Monthly/School  Term 
tuition  is  due  the  first  week  of  every  month.  If  tuition  is received  after  the  15th,  a  $10  late 
fee  will  be  charged.  There  is  a  $25  fee for  all  returned  checks.  Please  make  tuition  checks 
out  to  Caitlin  Trusler. Tuition  may  be  mailed  to  Caitlin  Trusler,  5908  East  Orchard  Rd 
Spokane WA  99217  (which  is  not  the  studio  location  address),  or  left  with  an instructor  at 
the  studio.  We  will  not  send  you  a  bill  unless  your  payment is  late.  
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General  Rules:  

No  smoking  in  the  studio.  No  gum,  food  or  drink  (other than  water)  in  dancing  areas.  No 
running  on  the  dance  floor,  and keep children from touching the  mirrors  or  windows.  The 
Haran  School  of Irish  Dance  is  not  responsible  for  any  lost  or  stolen  items.  We  do  have  a 
lost  and  found  that  is  donated  to  the  Goodwill  if  items  remain  unclaimed for  more  that  one 
month.  Policy  &  Procedure,  and  Release  from Liability,  Waiver  of  Claims  &  Assumption  of 
Risk  must  all  be  signed  to take  class.  No  exceptions.  

Class  Structure:  We  start  our  students  off  by  taking  one  lesson  per week.  They  learn  the 
four  “softshoe”  dances  at  this  time.  These  are called  solo  dance  lessons.  It  usually  takes 
about  eight  months,  depending on  the  age  of  the  student,  to  learn  two  steps  in  each  of 
these  four  dances. After  students  master  these  Softshoe dances,  they  will  begin  learning  the 
three  traditional  “hardshoe”  dances.  At  this  time,  we  often  encourage students  to  take  a 
second  class  every  week  called  Figure,  or  Performing class.  This  is  where  all  of  the  group 
dance  choreographies  are  taught. After  joining  performance  class,  students  will have the 
opportunity to  perform  as Haran  Dancers in community events and will be able to perform in more 
dances at recitals.   When  we  are  preparing  for  a  show,  there  will  be extra  rehearsals.  Dates 
will be announced before commitment is made and extra practices are of no cost.  

Commitment:  

Becoming  a  part  of  the  Haran  Dancers  is  a  commitment. If  you’re  looking  for  an  activity  in 
which  you  drop  your  child  off  once  a week  and  forget  about  it  right  after  class,  this  is  not 
for  you.  We train dancers to be the best that they can be as they progress in their dancing, and our 
instructors put a lot of time and energy into each students individual growth. We ask that students 
and families respect the effort that goes into the students training and put in equal effort and 
dedication.  
We DO NOT require that students participate in Performances or Competitions- 
Participation is voluntary and parents will be notified of practice dates and any expenses before they 
are asked to commit.  

Students may  have  to  skip  a  solo  day  from  time  to  time  and we are understanding of that, as 
it  doesn’t  affect  the other  students  in  his/her  class.  When/if the student joins a 
Figure/Performance class, we strongly encourage regular, consistent attendance,  as  it  is  nearly 
impossible  to  practice certain  choreographies  with  even  one  person  missing. Once  a student 
has  signed  up  for  a  feis  (competition)  or  performance  you  must  commit 100%  to  be  at  all 
the  practice  sessions.  If  you  fail  to  do  so,  the student may be cut from shows/dances, and 
competitive dancers will be ill prepared for competitions.   We  recognize  that  family  matters  and 
illness supersede  dance,  but  parties,  shopping  trips,  sports  events, camps, etc  do  not---  

Philosophy  of  the  Performing  Haran  Dancers:  

Irish  dancing  is  a performing  art.  We  have  very  strong  beliefs  about  an  artist’s  function  in 
society  and  the  rewards  and  responsibilities  that  go  along  with  that function.  Out  of  these 
beliefs  come  our  policy  toward  who  performs  and how  much.  We  do  many  different  types  of 
performances:  

1)  nursing  homes,  church  functions,  humanitarian  causes  –  all  without pay 

2)  local  events,  fairs  clubs-  usually  to  recorded  music  and  low  pay 
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3)  big  fairs,  festivals,  theater  productions  –  live  music  and  high  pay  

The  pay  has  little  to  do  with  how  we  prepare.  We  always  practice  for  a     performance  and 
always  do  our  best.  However,  the  higher  the  pay,  the higher  caliber  the  performance  needs 
to  be.  In  these  higher  situations,  we will  use  only  experienced  dancers,  usually  a  greater 
number  of  older dancers  along  with  young  ones  who  are  very  motivated,  focused  and 
attentive  in  class  and  rehearsal.  

As  performing  artists  our  rewards  are  twofold.  Not  only  do  we  have  the delight  of  learning 
and  creating  something  beautiful  and  improving  our skills,  but  we  get  to  spread  the  joy  to 
our  audience  as  well.  We  take  this second  point  very  seriously  in  the  Haran  School  of  Irish 
Dance.  If  we claim  we  are  worth  watching,  we  must  do  the  background  work  to  make that 
claim  true.  This  is  where  practice  comes  in.  As  with  any  skill  or  art, the  more  you  practice 
the  better  you  become.  We  expect  students  to practice  at  least  three  times  per  week  (not 
including  class time).  When  in  “feis  or  performance  mode”  (more  on  this  later),  six  days are 
expected.  Parents  need  to  know  that  practice  is  required.  If  a  student consistently  comes  to 
class  unprepared or unattentive, they may be asked to  leave. It  is  a  waste  of  everyone’s  time, 
including  fellow  classmates,  it  is  a waste  of  your  money  and  it  usually  indicates  that  the 
student  is  not interested  enough  to  continue.  

Costuming:  

After  committing  to  becoming  a  performer,  you’ll  be expected  to  join  the  costume  pool.  This 
works  by  each  student  covering the  cost  of  their  first  costume,  but  after  that,  no  matter  how 
many  times you  grow  out  of  each  costume,  you  won’t  have  to  pay  that  amount  again. We 
keep  this  pool  going  by  charging  a  yearly  costume  fee.  Girls  initial school  dress  fee:  $150  
Boys  initial  school  vest  fee:  $50 
Yearly  fee:  $35  (starting  the  year  after  your  initial  costume  payment) 
Our  school  dresses  include  embroidery  highlighting  many  parts  of  the costume.  Once  a 
student  becomes  advanced  at  competitions,  you’ll  have to  look  into  buying  a  “solo”  costume. 
These  can  become  quite expensive.  When  the  time  comes  for  a  solo  costume  your 
instructor  will talk  to  you  about  your  options.  

Photography and Video:  We  reserve  the  right  to  use  all  photos  and  videos  taken  by  the 
studio,  or  by  a  professional  hired  by  the  studio,  in  Haran  School  of  Irish Dance  promotions, 
online and in print.  
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Release  from  Liability,  Waiver  of  Claims  &  
Assumption  of  Risk 

 
 
Effective immediately upon execution, I, Caitlin Trusler, The Haran School of Irish Dance, for and in 
consideration of the registration documents submitted to me and the  Haran Studio, the receipt and 
sufficiency of which is hereby acknowledged, do hereby release and forever discharge The Haran School 
of Irish Dance, their agents, employees, successors and assigns, and their respective heirs, personal 
representatives, affiliates, successors and assigns, and any and all persons, firms or corporations liable 
or who might be claimed to be liable, whether or not herein named, none of whom admit any liability to 
you, the dancer, your heirs, relatives or assigns, but all expressly denying liability, from any and all claims, 
demands, damages, actions, causes of action or suits of any kind or nature whatsoever, which you now 
have or may hereafter have, arising out of or in any way relating to any and all injuries and damages of 
any and every kind, to both person and property, and also any and all injuries and damages that may 
develop in the future, as a result of or in any way relating to the following:  Dancing, Stretching, 
Participating in Group Functions, Events, Excursions or any Physical Fitness Activity with any of the 
Haran Studio instructors or associates. 
 
I  understand  that  physical  activities  as conducted  and  taught  at  the  studio  have  inherent  risks  of 
injury.  These  risks  include  muscle  pain and  pulls,  broken  bones,  ankle  injury  and  other  personal 
injury.  I  recognize  that  the  student  is exposing  himself/  herself  to  such  risks  when  undertaking 
Irish  dance  activities.  I  understand  that these  risks  cannot  be  fully  eliminated  without  jeopardizing 
the  essential  qualities  of  the  activities.  The  student’s  participation  in  this  activity  is  purely 
voluntary,  and  the  student  elects  to participate.  And  I,  (the  parent)  join  in  that  election.  
 
Parent’s  Initial  ___________  I  will  allow  a  doctor’s  treatment  to  my  child/self  in  an  emergency 
situation.  
 
I  also  agree  that  the  studio,  including  it’s  owners  agent,  managers  and  instructors  are  not 
responsible  for  any  property  loss  or  damage  suffered  by  the  student,  siblings,  parents,  and 
guests of  the  student  that  result  upon  entry  into,  or  presence  in  the  studio,  or  its  surrounding 
property. I  further  agree  that  I  have  been  advised  of  the  need  for  the  student  to  be  covered  by 
adequate insurance  to  cover  any  injury  or  damage  that  may  be  suffered  while  participating,  and  I 
have obtained  such  insurance  or  have  agreed  to  the  costs  of  any  such  injury  or  damage  myself. 
I  understand  the  terms  of  this  release  and  have  had  the  opportunity  to  consider  and  discuss  it 
with such  individuals  and  advisors  as  I  deem  appropriate.  
 
By submitting my online registration,  I confirm  that  I  have  read  the  Release  in  full,  that I  understand 
it,  and  that  I  agree  with  these  terms. I  further  confirm  that  by  submitting my registration and 
information,  I  am  acknowledging  that  if  the  student  is  hurt  during participation  in  this  activity  I 
may  be  found  by  a  court  of  law  to  have  waived  my  right  and  any  right  of  the  student  to 
maintain  a  lawsuit  against  the  studio or affiliates on  the  basis  of any claim  which  is released 
hereby.  
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